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ASPCRO Guidance Document for Bee Language for Neonicotinoid Products in 
Outdoor Structural and Turf and Ornamental Settings 

 
This document, developed by the Association of Structural Pest Control Regulatory Officials (ASPCRO), 
provides interpretation for pesticide state lead agencies (SLAs) of the pollinator protection and non-
agricultural language required by the US EPA August 15, 2013 letter to registrants of nitroguanidine 
neonicotinoid products.  This applies to outdoor, non-agricultural foliar applications of products 
containing clothianidin, dinotefuran, imidacloprid, and thiamethoxam (excluding granulars).  The 
attached Pollinator Protection Box must be placed on the label following the Environmental Hazards 
section, and the new language indicated below must be added to the Direction for Use section of each 
label.   
 
 
Pollinator Protection Box  
 
  
It is ASPCRO’s interpretation that the 
box is considered advisory 
information.  The text is not written in 
directive sentences and does not 
include clearly enforceable 
statements.  Use of the term advisory 
is based on the EPA Label Review 
Manual, Chapter 3, General Labeling 
Requirements, Section III(A).  
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Language required for Non-Agricultural Products: 
 
Do not apply [insert name of product] while bees are foraging. Do not apply 
[insert name of product] to plants that are flowering. Only apply after all flower 
petals have fallen off. 
 
Interpretation:  

Note: For all of the following interpretations of the non-agricultural bee language, if other pollinator 
protection label statements found on the product label are more restrictive, those statements would 
take precedence.   

 Unless otherwise specified on the label, the above statements for non-agricultural products 
apply to honey bees and wild bees that forage for pollen or nectar.  They do not apply to control 
of wasps, Africanized honey bees or bees which are the target pest.  
 

 The non-agricultural use direction statements must be followed when bees are foraging in the 
area of an application site with flowering plants, when blooms are present.  

o Bees are foraging when they are actively visiting a site collecting pollen or nectar. 
o ‘In the area’ is interpreted to mean the area immediately adjacent to the application site 

where blooming plants onto which deposition from the application will come into 
contact with blooms.  The distance will vary and should be based on variables of the 
application including: weather, type of equipment, and application method.   

o Application is prohibited to the blooms and foliage of flowering plants which are in the 
treatment area at the time of the application when bees are foraging.  Application to 
other parts of the plant is permissible if contact of the pesticide to the blooms and 
foliage can be prevented.  It does not apply to adjacent areas and plants out of the 
treatment area that bees are foraging on.   

o “After all petals have fallen off” is interpreted to mean when flowering has completed to 
the extent bees are no longer foraging.  For plants that may not drop all petals, 
flowering is interpreted to be complete when bees are no longer foraging (e.g. 
Sunflowers). Application can occur pre-bloom.  
 

o For outdoor applications made directly on or around the structure (e.g.: soil 
applications including termite control, perimeter treatments, spot sprays and crack and 
crevice treatments):    

• when flowering plants with blooms are in the area of application:  Allowing the 
product being applied to contact blooms would be a violation of the label if bees 
were foraging at the time of the application.  

• when plants are not present directly next to the structure (e.g.: spot, crack and 
crevice, or perimeter sprays):  Application to the structure is allowable for this 
site as bees do not forage on the structure itself.   

• when plants are not present in the area around the structure (e.g.: soil 
applications, perimeter sprays to paved or slab areas, termiticide pretreatment): 
The statements would not apply to bare ground or other surface areas where 
plants are not in the area.   
  

o For applications made to ornamental plantings and turf/lawn areas (e.g.: residential 
lawns, commercial landscapes, parks, etc.) for pests including applications for plant pest 
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insect control; flea, tick, and other animal/human pests; and adulticiding for mosquitoes 
and other disease vectors:  

• when flowering plants (including weeds) are in the area of application:  Allowing 
the product being applied to contact blooms is a violation of the label if bees are 
foraging at the time of the application.    

• when flowering plants (including weeds) with blooms are not in the area 
(including when blooms have been removed e.g.: trimming or mowing) where 
application will occur: Application can be made to the ornamental plants and 
turf.    


